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history, heen measured by the pigment
of their skins.

It would be wdle w pretend that
there are not thowsands of English
landlords, who are equally willing to
take every possible advantage to evict
their English tenants with the hope of
getting higher rents.  And it is also
known that a large number of coloured
landlords in London and the country,
derive a large and excessive income
by unscrupulously letting their rooms
at  exorbitant rents to  their own
fellow counfrymen.  And wvel, to the
knowledge of the oivic authoritics.
there are coloured landlords who are
decent and reasonable e their English
tenants, and English landlords who
are equally good to their coloured
lenanis,

The Rent Restriction Acts=and the
other laws of the country are adequate
enough in punishing greedy landlords
and protecting the tenants..<The sug-
gestion  of the learned ~*Magistrate
would only he manifestation of trying
Lo prove that two wrongs can make a
right.  On the contrarys*there are pro-
gressive, rcliginus."fiﬁ:ﬁ:wic Organisu-
tions, hke the Racial Unity supporled
by a large number of organisulions,
who are now considering asking Her
Majesty’s Government in this country
to  enact legislation  to -=prohibit
definitely, any discriminatory Jegislu-
ture and even o go further ang make
it illegal to have any m:-vcn%!i 5 in the
ordinary leases of the propeflics, where
any  restrictive  clauses  against  the
coloured people are contained.

I the remote possibility of any dis-
criminatory  legislation  against  the
coloured people as suggested by the
London Magistrate, coming into opera-
tion, there is the horriple prospect of
reciprocacity of similardegislature
the Colonies, and  pafjicularly in
Jamaica, with s obvious. conse-
quences. "

Leoe il suffice 1o suy Lthal the while
and the coloured landlords and enants
should continue to have their actions
governed according to the laws of the
country which seem at the moment
guite  adequate  too deal with  the
matter, and let us not have justice and
laws influenced by race, colour and
religion. '
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GUIANA — THE ROAD BACKWARIDS

By Dr. Cheddi Jagan
(Deposed Premier of British Guianal

After nearly a vear of pent-up anxie-
ties and expectations, the Report of
the Robertson Constitution Comunis-
sion wis hnally released on November
Ind, 1954, Its recommendations came
as no surprise. Actually from the in-
ception of the appointment of the
Commission, they were a [oregone
conclusion.

The whaole thing wus no more than
a farce. The Briush. of course, in their
attempts at deceiving and  throwimg
dust in the eyes of colomal peoples.
delight an indulging 1 such farces. in
parading such ever-recurring conlimis-
sions of enquiry.

Firstly, the Commission completely
justificd and white-wushed the Briush
GovernmentUs action in destroving the
constitution and remowing my mini-
sters and mysell fram ollice. In s
own words: * We are satisfied that the
setback to orderly copstitutional pro-
gress in British Guiana was due not
to defects in the Constitution, but o

the fact that those m ocontrol of the

People's  Progressive  Party  proved

themselves unscrupulous in their deter-

mination to pervert the authority of
Government to their own disruptive
and undemocratic ends.”

The *“disruptive and vundemocratic
ends 7 orefers. needless Lo say, o the
“sinister T extremisls, the communists,
But while the red herring of con-
munism has been given as the major
reason for the rape of our constitution.
the burden of argument is that the
constitution was lost because of our
previous attitude to it Extracts of our
speeches and writings criticising the
constitution prowvide a full documenta-
tican.

It is true that we were severely
critical of the limitation of the Wad-
dington Constitution—its - Governor
nominited Upper House with delaying
powers: ils relention of the portfolics
of finance.  defence, foreign alTairs,
police, formation and justice in the
hands  of Government  ollicials  ap-
ported from London: and finally the
velo  and  reserve  powers of  the
Governor. But i s equally true that
our vigws on the constitubion and for

tlat nuitter on communism were well
knoan to Whitehall before the elec-
tions and the assignment of our port-
folios in April and May respecively
af 19573,

The destruction of the constiluiion
wis caused nol by our refusal o work
itvbecause of preconceived views. The
fact is we were working it. The snag
came ibout hecuuse we were working
it net according to the plans carefully
Laid down. The constitutionul strocours
wits 0ol designed 0 accommodice
sin PLP.P. ministers in a policy-muking
Executive Council of ten. Bur once
having got conirol of the Exccutive
Council our working of the constitu-
tion could have led and was leading
L only one inevitable conclusion  ihe
cxposure of the Governor and  the
hmited  constitution. It was really o
forestall tus exposure that the troops
marched mn on Gotober, 1953, und not
because of our " disrupive and un-
democratic ends.”

A Period of Marking Time

And what of the future? ™ We are,
therefore, driven to the conclusion,”
said the Commission, © that so lonz as
the P.P.P. retains its present leadership
and policies thers 1% no way in which
any  real  measure  of  responsible
covernment can be restored without
tre ceriminty that the country will
again be subjected o constituiional
crisis,

“We have no doubt that British
Cuiana, with its precarious economy,
cannot afford another crisis of the Kind
that developed in 1953, and we ¢
therefore, sge no allernative byl o
recommend a period of marking e
nf e advance owands seil
ment”

TBRut v dsn't the *t present leadershin
and pohcies ™ which was really bother
ine the Commission. Thal was there
all the tme [0 owas there al the time
of the visit of the Waddington Con-
stitution Commission in 1950-31. [he
only  difference is the assessimar
public conhidence in the People’s Pro
aressive Party.

The Widdington Commission  de
not have  ils nose o the
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Assured that no party syvstem would
be fully developed in less than five to
ten vears, and assured that we would
not win a majority at the General
Elections, it dared w give us a
“hiberal ™ constitution with a policy
making Executive Council of 6--4 in
favour of the elected members. Our
phenomenal success al the April. 1953,
elections of eighteen oul of twenty-
four seats clearly upset their time-
table, That was their mistake and
cause for their exposure.

Dr. Cheddi Jagan

i_"l‘he Raberson Commission, on the
her hand, is not 1o be caught in the
ne trap. They have ™ sounded ™ the
~ple. In this they have no doubt
v helped by the advice of many

s and *impartial * observers wha

" ing ™

" koveotl dn

Thus having found that the people’s
confidence is still 100 per cent behind
the P.PE.P. the Commssion could
come o only two conclusions,

One, the proscription of the Parly
and the disenfranchisement of some of
the *extremist ™ leaders. The wother,
postponement  of  the elections  and
*marking time.”

The latter was accepted in prefer-
ence o the former, for proseription
doesn’t really  destray, The Indian
Mational Congress, for instance, was
banned. but it finally led the Indian
people o independence.

Disenfranchisement of

the " exire-

. mist " leaders, however desirable {from

the Commission’s viewpoint), was dan-
gerous, There is world public opinion
to be reckoned with, Tt would have
meant  importing here  the  faseist
methods of Dr. Malan, of South
Africa, whose government after £ nam-
individuals  as  communists,
rrohibits them from either (Sifling 0
Parliament or holding official posts in
trade unions.

But why the period ofmarking
fime? The Commission - realistically,
but quite unashamedly.considered
“what the oulcome would be of an
immediate  atiempl o restore  a
measure of power Lo clecled repre-
septatives, by which we mean o repre-

~sentative legislaturetand a retention of
sgme form ofsninisterial system.™
Hn paragraph 211, they said that we
rould more likely contest rather than
elections; and after such
elections,, either
(1Y refuse Lo take our seals; or
(21with” o maiority. refuse to elect
Mimisters and thus be obstruc-
tive: or
(3Melect Ministers and again pro-
voke a constitutional crisis.
The Commission, no doubt, had n

ve visited our shores since Oclobefy, mind the background of the Indian

1953.

P.P.P.—Only Organised Party

A " London Times ™ correspondent
abserved that we were " deeply en-
tremched © and our influence has i
no  way  diminished,” He added:
" There is litde doubr whar the resuit
ol another peneral eleétion Would be.
Fhe PP.P. remains the ealy organised
podivical body inthe sugar estates and
the  viilages, The new  Party, the
National Democreatic Party, has made
fttle fipact and (s abmosi auknown in
many places.”

strugele  with  boveott of  elections,
resienations  of  Congress  ministers,
cte. But the obvious answer to this is.
* 50 what?” Tso't that sinetly constitu-
nonal? Since October, 1953, Governor
Savage has been persislently  saving
that all wlk of pon-co-operution  is
stupid. And now  (he commission
comes oul with no constilufion. o
voting, no elections. What s there left
1o the people? Are they to follow their
imperialist masters and put guns o
their own hands?

Ouite indelinite will be ™ this period
of marking time.” this period of stiale-
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male and retrogression, The Commis-
sion lays it down: U We  cannot
cstimate the length of the period which
should elupse before the advance 1o-
wards  sell-government  is  resumed
LEvervthing will depend upon the extent
o which ahe people of  Britsh
Gioiana, includime the leaders of the
PP themselves. can be brought o
the realisation that the futile and
deliberate disruptive policies for which
the P.P.Put present stand are no hasis
for thewfuture constitutional progress
of thetrpcountry.”

The/Robertson Commission 15 an

cxpisure. Bul the exposure is  of
Britwin’s  hypocrisy  about  leading
colonial  peoples 1o self-government.
Britains  democracy  for  colonial

peaples cun have only one meaning
colonists have a right L vole, but they
must only vote (or those whom their
masiers  designate.  Otherwise  their
right 10 vole will be suspended—sus-
pended until suely time as they change
their mind, throw out their militant
leaders, and sacrifice their anu-
imperialist policy.

et me end this first article with this
pertinent commentary.  Mr. Richard
Crossman. M.P.. writing for the  Sun-
day Pictorial,” said that Britain can
na longer point an accusing linger at
the Russians about free elections in
East Germany when she dented these
in British Guiana: ~ The moral is ob-
vious: so long us we forbid free elec-
tions in our colonies whenever people
wanl o get rid of us. we cannot blame
the Russtans for doing the same in
East Gernuany,™

DR. JAGAN RESTRICTION
ORDER

Dr. Cheddi Jagan is no longer re-
quired 1o report his movements in
Georgetown (o the police at Albert-
town police station

Releused  from  the Georgetown
Prison on Monday, September 13th,
Dr. Jugan was served with a notice
reminding him that he was still re
stricted o the Georgelown area.

He was also ordered o report his
movements 1o the police at Albert-
town police station between the hours
of 8 and 10 am. each Wednesday and
Satorday.

Dr. ) reported at 9 am on
Wednesday, September 15th, but was
served the same day with a notice
matntaining the restriction order, hut
relieving hime of the necessity of re-
porting
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